
‘Introducing the 
IEYC‘

Healthy Habits, Entry Point
IEYC Subscribing school, Malaysia



• Established over 30 years ago

• International curriculum for 2-14 years old

• Professional learning for teachers and leaders

• Accreditation

The International Curriculum 
Association



What is the IEYC?

The vision of the International Curriculum is to 

inspire learners to be active and reflective thinkers 

who lead their own learning now and in the future. 

The IEYC was designed after analysis of 4 leading 

early years curricula from around the world.

A philosophy (that uses 
current early years research)

The philosophy, pedagogy 
and process of the 

International Curriculum are 
all aimed at improving 

learning.

A process (that best guides 
young children’s learning)

A pedagogy (promoting child 
action and participation)



2016
launched

2-5+
year olds

600+
schools

65
countries

The IEYC around the world



Learning and development in the earliest years of life

Multiple studies have shown:
Learning and development begins before birth and changes the brain



Learning and development in the earliest years of life
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Learning and development is constructive, cumulative and complementary

Multiple studies have shown:
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Learning and development in the earliest years of life
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Significant amounts of learning and development happens between 2-6

Multiple studies have shown:
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Learning with the IEYC

The IEYC focuses on 3 types of playful learning, 
encompassing the key domains of learning 
within the earliest years of life.

Playful Learning Experiences

• are social; children play alone and with others.

• are meaningful, allowing children to explore 
thematic learning, and interests and ideas.

• unfold, nurturing and stretching creativity and 
capabilities as children express their learning.

• persist, providing opportunities and possibilities 
to extend experiences within and across learning 
spaces.

• contribute to pathways of learning within which 
children explore, express and extend their 
learning and development.



Why Playful Learning?

The Effective Pre-school, Primary and Secondary Education, or EPPSE, Project 
(UK) finds that attending pre-school impacts:

1) At school entry (5 years old)

2) Through primary education (6, 7 & 11 years old)

3) Through secondary schooling (at 14, 16 & beyond 16 years old)

The most effective schools/settings use ‘play’ environments to provide the 
basis of instructive learning.

These effects were further increased by the most effective settings.

The quality of pre-school positively influenced pupil’s own views on the 
extent to which they reported, they ‘enjoyed school’.



The IEYC Personal Dimension

The IEYC Personal Dimension identifies 8 Personal Learning Goals that are 
acknowledged, valued and celebrated as children demonstrate the qualities and 
attitudes from each.

• Adaptable • (a) Collaborator • (a) Communicator • Empathetic

• Ethical • Resilient • Respectful • (a) Thinker



The IEYC International Dimension

IEYC 
International 

Dimension

International Mindedness
Sense of Their World

Sense of Other

Global Competence
Sense of Their Place in the World

Taking Action with Others

The IEYC International Dimension supports young children to:
• engage with, and enjoy, the natural world, 
• begin to acknowledge and accept differences, 
• consider choices and long-term consequences, and 
• strengthen their capacity to take action and make a difference. 



The IEYC Academic Dimension

The Academic Dimension is underpinned by a set of four Learning Strands that each 
identify specific Learning Experiences and Learning Outcomes.

The Learning 
Experiences for each 
Learning Strand 
describe the 
experiences through 
which children will 
make progress 
towards the 
Learning Outcomes. 



The IEYC Academic Dimension in action

Imagine That!, 
Accredited IEYC School, USA



The IEYC Process to Facilitate Learning for All

The IEYC Process to Facilitate Learning 
ensures that children are enabled to engage 
with, build upon, and consolidate their 
learning experiences. 

IEYC Curriculum Guide, p19.

The IEYC Process to Facilitate Learning 
supports teachers to provide your child with 
activities, experiences and interactions that 
are engaging, enjoyable and designed 
especially for young children. 



The Learner Cog

Capturing Curiosity

Young children have a maximum predisposition 
for learning. A child’s self-initiated learning 
experiences are key to improving learning

Enable the Environment

Early learning environments are dynamic 
spaces. Being responsive to a child’s interests, 
learning and development is key to improving 
learning.

Learning Link

Parents are pivotal to early learning. 
Collaboration between home and school is key 
to improving learning. 



Why is curiosity important?

from
International Early Learning and Child Well-Being Study (OECD 2022)

“5-year-olds who 
demonstrated 
curiosity showed 
higher levels of 
emergent literacy 
and numeracy 
skills.”

https://twitter.com/OECDEduSkills/status/1565638160385773569?t=6wZlz7lKqIuZpojvimVhdg&s=19


Thematic Learning within the IEYC
IEYC themes detail rigorous 
activities and learning 
experiences, designed to 
support young children to 
learn and develop.

Each is designed to 
nurture, in children and 
their families, curiosity and 
interests within a broad 
theme. 

The home-school 
partnership is known as the 
Learning-Link.

Dinosaur 
Detectives

To The Rescue!

Blast off!Going Places

Weather 
Wonders

Imagine That!



Thematic Learning within the IEYC
IEYC Unit - Healthy Habits

Our aim is to nurture happy, capable 
and resilient children. Early childhood 
development and lifelong health are 
deeply intertwined, so it is never too 
early to focus on a child’s health and 
well-being. 

This unit of learning provides children 
with a gentle introduction to the 
personal and interpersonal skills that 
they will need, and will continue to 
develop, throughout their life.

Each IEYC unit is based around a broad theme for 
learning; each theme has 4 Learning Blocks that 
further describe this learning. 

Each Learning Block provides suggestions for 
different multisensory activities; each has been 
specifically designed to improve learning in the 
earliest years of life.



Reflective Practices for Improving Learning

The IEYC Reflective Practices for Improving Learning 
cycle helps teachers and parents work together to 
better understand:  
• your child as a learner, 
• what they are curious about, and 
• the learning that develops from these interests.

IEYC teachers use this information to make sure that 
your child’s learning journey progresses towards the 
IEYC Learning Outcomes.



How you can get involved (The 
Learning-Link)
• Ask your child’s teacher about the learning they 

did at school and  how you can support their IEYC 

learning at home.

• Talk to your child about their day at school.

• Read the Home Letter for each IEYC theme with 

your child. 

• Use the Home Letter during the theme to 

understand their planned Learning Journey

• Join in with Entry and Exit points.

• Share with your child’s teacher any learning or 

progress your child demonstrates at home.

‘The IEYC is the curriculum I 
carry in my pocket when I am 
with my child. The themes 
guide what I choose to focus 
with my child on at home, at 
the park, in 
shops,…anywhere really.’        
IEYC parent, India

Source: Accredited IEYC Kindergarten, Hong 
Kong

https://www.facebook.com/SmallWorld.HK/posts/1016487317612
5533



How you can get involved? (The 
Learning-Link)Each IEYC activity provides 

suggestions of ways to work 
with parents to create home 
learning experiences that 
support children’s thematic 
learning outside of school.

IEYC Subscriber School, Peru


